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THE SHIA IN PAKISTAN 7 
WAS JINNAH A SHIA OR A 70 


After 1947, Pakistan adopted the position of denying that the 
population of the country was divided between Shias and Sunnis, 
| — — 
1 non-Muslims but ignored the sects: it was also an indirect 
P edge of the state that it would not discriminate on the basis of 
sec The founder of the state, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, although 
= a Twelver Shia after conversion from the Ismaili sect, was 
٠۴ to describe himself in public as neither a Shia nor a Sunni. 
fis stock answer to a query about his sect was: was Muhammad 
ophet a Shia or a Sunni? Yet when he died in 1948, и was 
ہس‎ for his sister Miss Fatima Jinnah to declare him a Shia in 
(order to inherit his property as per Jinnahs will, (Sunni law 
rúally rejects the will while Shia law does not.) She filed an 
t, jointly signed with the Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
at Ali Khan, at the Sindh High هم‎ describing Jinnah as 
ish ria Khoja Mohamedan' and praying that his will may be disposed 
"of under Shia inheritance law. The court accepted the petition. Ви: 
6 Ft y 1968, after Miss Jinnah’s demise the previous year, 
er Shirin Bai, moved an application at the High Court 
ng Miss Jinnalis property under the Shia inheritance law on 
1 thar the deceased was a Shia. 
en the prestige of Miss Jinnah, she was allowed to dispose of 
е property of her brother (as a Sunni she would have title to 
y one-half) and continued to do so till her death. After her 
ath her sister Shirin Bai arrived in Karachi from Bombay 
1 from Ismailism to Twelver Shiism, and laid claim to 
his property. Te is at this point фат фе rest of Jinnah’ s clan, 
سم‎ the Ismaili faith, decided го challenge the authenticity 
My Shi Gd. The Hiph Cours, which لسا‎ cadier ېمت‎ 
petition, now balked at the prospect of declaring the 
he Nation a Shia. Needless to say, the case is still pending 
лі O ade ене de سر‎ 
gts ای یم‎ Ко br ceo Tr Shin 
hy had Jinnah converted? It develops that he did it on 






























8 SECTARIAN WAR 


his secular principle of freedom of According to court's 
faith in 1901 after his two sisters, Rehmat Bai and Maryam Bai, 
were married into Sunni Muslim families. It appears that this 
happened because the Ismaili community objected to these 
marriages. It also appears that the conversion to Isna-Ashari 
(Twelver) Shiism happened in Jinnah's immediate family, and not 
in the families of his two paternal uncles, Walji and Nathoo. 

The court proceedings bear evidence of the last rites observed 
by Miss Jinnah immediately after her brother's deach Witness Syed 
Anisul Hasnain, a Shia scholar, deposed that he had arranged the 
ghusi (last bath) of Jinnah on the instructions of Miss Jinnah. He 
led his namaz-e-janaza (funeral prayer) in a room of the Governor- 
General's House at which such Shia luminarics as Yusuf Haroon, 
Hashim Raza and Aftab Найт Alavi were present, while 7 
Ali Khan, a Sunni, waited outside the room, After the Shia ritual, 
the body was handed over to the state, and Maulana Shabbir 
Ahmad Usmani, a breakaway alim of the Deobandi school of 
thought who supported Jinnahs Pakistan Movement but had 
recently apostatised the Shias, led his janaza (funeral) according to 
the Sunni ritual at the ground where a grand mausoleum was later 
constructed. Other witnesses confirmed that after the demise of 
Miss Fatima Jinnah. alam and panja (смо Shia symbols) were 
discovered at Mohatta Palace, her residence. 

Witnesses appearing at the Sindh High Court in 1968 to affirm 
Jinnah's sect were Mr LH. Ispahani, a family friend of Jinnah and 
his honorary secretary in 1936, and Mr Madoobul Hassan Syed, 
the Оца $ private secretary from 1940 to 1944. ۸۵ 
revealed that Jinnah had himself told him in 1936 that he and his 
family had converted го Shiism after his return from England in 
1894. He said that Jinnah had married Кис Bai, the daughter of 
a Parsi businessman according to the Shia ritual during which she 
was represented by a Shia scholar of Bombay, and Jinnah was 
represented by his Shia friend, Raja Sahib of Mahmudabad. (Raja 
Sahib was a close friend of Jinnah but differed completely from 
him in his belief. He was a devout follower of the Twelver Shia 
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to be congratulated on the appointment of Mr. Mohamed Ali Jinnah 
to be the Third Presidency Magistrate of Bombay. He is the son of Mr, 
Jenabhai, who is one of the old (sic) and most respected merchants of 
Karachi. Mr. Mohamed Ali Jinnah passed the Bar examination when he 
was quite young, and was, on his return, enrolled as an Advocate of the 
Bombay High Court’. Jinnah, at this time, was only twenty-four years 
old. 

Jinnahs great dedication and interest in law was marked by 
irreproachable integrity. He was for sometime in the Chambers of Sir 
George Lowndes, who later became the law member of the Viceroys 
Executive Council, and later still a member of the Privy Council. 'Lowndes, 
a very clear and a lucid mind, had an extremely forceful and impressive 
manner of advocacy. When Jinnah was reading in his Chamber, Lowndes 
opinion was sought (about) some speech that Tilak had delivered. There 
was going to be a conference on this prior to which Lowndes asked 
of Jinnah "whether he had read the brief, and what he thought of it". 
Jinnah responded that "he had not touched the brief, and would not 
look at it, as he wanted to keep himself free to criticise che Government 
for prosecuting a great patriot like ТИаК”.13 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah's reputation as a lawyer in Bombay had become 
formidable by then. After being interrupted during a hearing thrice by 
the judge who said ‘rubbish’ on each occasion, Jinnah said, ‘Nothing 
but rubbish has passed from Your Lordship's mouth throughout the 
day." Jinnah had commenced legal practice when racial prejudice and 
discrimination against Indians in the bar was widely in evidence, but 
امش‎ only on the strength of his capability in conducting cases, he 
won a handsome practice. To achieve this in the company of eminent 


lawyers of those times was a testimonial to his abiliti 
to his determination and his character, ities as an advocate, 
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کے اجلاس میں سار تی M Eon mo M‏ "یس مہ جات FE‏ سے B‏ تا صرہو نک Py‏ 
ze Lohn Lua" Urin‏ س C uf‏ ہکیوں کم نمی ES‏ 
ایی ایھا امول LTE ое‏ کش = ہیں" جا کے درد سرے قرب ترین 
ررست ار کرو ادر مسا انس ے f‏ نہب کے d luxu 74 £ zv‏ 
تون اور ہر وتا Ур?‏ رک تھا۔ - 
otf‏ ریک 

я. (= VË اسلا م کے کار‎ PI si 
ال کے رت تر‎ lac ے ا‎ 2E shal vi» EN ست شو‎ utu? 
я تی ی شر ت ے کر تت‎ e е دہ‎ ГУ جر ترس کے اس وق‎ E 
ра سے *اسال‎ Ey سه ۵ے ۸او میں‎ DI نے کے‎ ке IJ pr Lobb شرت وه‎ 
Loy Pt Nee جوب مشرق می داخ‎ ILU ме ло ccr 
W نھونے به چا گیا یمان مول‎ du اور‎ PL 2 SES Jen! 
اس لاح ددنول ے‎ tcv مس" فلغ اور اخ قات کے علادہ برطانوی‎ Ly کون کر‎ 









я ان‎ ( ne ore ایر‎ S 





11 کاب ال Ae‏ 
اب امام ال سنت dere‏ ما کے ہیں ejus B e IAS e Sif‏ 
ہو نے کے سن کے ہونے کے ملک ДА‏ ہیں اس uid‏ کے پا Ea‏ 
in d?‏ ور طرف الس یمو رتت اه 
& _ 
شی کی نماز جناز ویڑ iU ete‏ کل Aa eh Pa‏ بنا تو اب 
АЛ‏ ہیں۔ اوز 7 FL л De Ba FAL Dt‏ اک اتان -<- 
Pie EN uice mauu >‏ کی آ یا ت کا انکر 
je taa ANA УЗби я-<-‏ پک نال زم Sth‏ نے اور یقن ہو 
се Une "v‏ تپ ye, MU DR‏ ے۔انما الو بة على الله للذین یعملون السوء 
سجهالة لم پتوبون س قريب d АКИРЫ‏ شیم سا هان کے ert‏ 
Т‏ یں کی ما ی aus u Piso,‏ دا مول سا ane ^ кво‏ + 
اشاش ری شی یکا جناز رڈ ھا نے وا ےک اام کم 


ول , . 

ПЛАЖА EL‏ ایک ANSP од‏ سه اورا وود 
میس حر Керка А ms mI tA seo PC nes‏ 
TRANS IES РЕЯ ТЕГУ‏ 
ال bitte Pe Loic nf. ye‏ وم از رور Jn Sul‏ 
УР:‏ ۔ اب در فت خلب بهار ہک Ure Piri‏ ا کین سے Erk‏ ېا 
бан?‏ شیع اما شیک солите‏ ہے۔ ا (Fu nut‏ —— 
Sette АМА аа С‏ رکا م وتا he да‏ 
کرات ورس e e‏ سے او هراچ تل لح مکی Si dieing‏ سے اف ز مین خر da‏ 
ہے۔ 7 کی torn‏ مر ہو نی اب افلا Live Ne SW tinal‏ 
М: Nile Ska: = УА аи дда „ЧЕ СТАРИ.‏ کروی ے۔ 





% کراب الج ام 
ССА:‏ لچ مخ لر ААР ЈЕ‏ 
و اپ در افت فلب اھ Bi ISE‏ شیا درست за ПЕ Fre‏ ټون ول 
nd IR‏ ے۔ uf unu,‏ وا افال کے پوت ہو ئا یک مامت درصت 
Pete ЕНЕ. РА‏ ابر بر = ی( WAT bw и‏ نل او را مامت فاص کا 
ARAN OI ке. РИ‏ یش کوا رک تام 
9/9 297 
4t}‏ 
نے الولاة الحکام على احكام شانم خيرالانام لمولانا محمد امین الشهير بابن 
عابدین الشامی rus‏ ے۔واصا سن سب احدا مر من الصحابة فهو فاسق ومیعد ع 
بالاجباع ال اذا اعقد — روز عليه بعض الشیعه او اعتقد 
کف الصحابة فانه کافر بالاجماع. wege Weser‏ کرام الله ا С‏ 
طا ل مو ج ب اوا ب durus. VANA tobe СВР uiua‏ 
رت سے NR AMAS‏ رو لک دیا داجب PA‏ 
г“ :‏ 
زین اس نے فر وخ یکر دی ле‏ وځ ہار e—“z T‏ — 
ОР‏ من مہو Я‏ _ اورا ب ا کوڅ وخ گر Тир EZ Acc зи‏ بن اس سای 
АА „Ли ARTES,‏ ہرگ ال هچب er‏ رووا А‏ سفق 
و رم هالک ز D HIR TN TAR‏ سو گر LË "I of sr EY the‏ 
CSI Ja‏ ین اقا و منافع القصب لاتضم Gun be FP‏ ے۔ £e.‏ 
(СТ‏ ار ارو te СУ‏ موی ig‏ مرک BLAS САНИ‏ 
NE‏ رم وو وی زا بو АР Ste‏ سیر ش ۳۳ foe‏ ے۔العدل من پحتنب 
الكبائر كلها حتى لوارتکب كبيرة تسقط عدالنه وفی الصغائر العبرة للغلبة اوالاصرار 
على الصغيرة فتصير كبيرة IMD LJ‏ مس TOA‏ 
eorr UFU ed AI‏ ے۔قال الرملی فی شرح منیة 
Даа)‏ ذ کر الحلبی ان كراهة تقدیم الفاسق والمتد ع كراهة التحریم. الح 
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и راو‎ 
021-2213768 : ون‎ A, 


کفایة المفتی جلد نهم "e!‏ كاب —— 


Ри РЕ E SOTA 
Lu” وہ رف‎ UND PP رده جات ہیں لور‎ Purus 
та کے نزه ,کان‎ UM BP ورن‎ ut rieg لن‎ esin usA 
LP zd I са. معلوم میں‎ SOLS BP Evers oo 
Soret ЕРА 0 ЈАКА ے‎ Рори SE وس‎ 
DIRA ed ay SEP LAS к. зек (n) 
LAU. زاو‎ Ms سے‎ (Uy AIS) G “Л 260: 7 ېپ م‎ др اور‎ ул 
میں‎ (MELAS PERM اس لے‎ Jen ہیس اس می کات یں ا نکی‎ 
107 Zale 92179 A ua edur хе, 22 MIS б! 
—“ oT", Ў l^ d Lu Аи Ја 
07 ми AE ۱ 





Se завои TND (1) 

Д АЛИ ras Веда 2 С) 

JP يسات اک‎ s Frl Ar) 

رسوال ) AN‏ بی UF‏ گر mitts сит РАНИ ADR‏ 
РА and” следе‏ نه ان ارون al‏ تی و سا 
نه بی یاد اد مو ییات би Pe‏ > جس سیاست لور UT‏ کے ار پس لور سای HS sleet‏ 
EN, ЄР‏ بھی اس تی جواور ینا تو ا مکی d acute ве.‏ 
رک 29 ډور Me‏ ہو نے کے گی می کیا — АЈ "wc‏ سای لام ہو کے ہیں مور ان 
یزم evi "ror Fi WISI Ree Qu ho‏ 
کے لخ ze ZU‏ ےا КУЛ‏ محضیت ے قراس کے هرب OP‏ 
صادر -Es‏ ملق تاد и ТАРО, дере‏ 

JE: СОДА Ў ано at تر بات یس اف‎ d (а ан (r) 
لی‎ AE n ناخ نکی مت‎ rau? کدرا کمک‎ Rol 2 
Lis ДА As - Юи: TE. ALL i, 25 ur نا کے‎ 
GAIA ےا نک‎ a لئ جار ہو‎ 

КО‏ کی قح شن کے سات جرا آزدی جک C Lor‏ ار ای کے 


Mohammed Ali Jinnah 
A Khoja Shia Isna Asheri Luminary 





Excerpt Reprinted From 


The Endangered Species 
An Account of the Journey of Faith by the 
Khoja Shia Ийпа-Азпеп Community 


BY 
Hassan Ali M Jaffer 


Excerpt from Endangered Species |8 


Pakistan shared a single mother tongue, Gujarati, though that never 


helped their brilliant offspring to communicate.”® 


In Moslems on the March, F.W. Frenau comments that the family of 
Jinnah “was not of the Sunnite persuasion of the majority of the Indian 
Moslems, but belonged to the sect of Khojahs. This is one of the 
countless offshoots of the Shia. It is something like a cast, in so far as 
one can only become Khojah by birth. Most of the Khojahs are 
followers of the Aga Khan. Jinnah was a believing Moslem, but by no 


means was a fanatic; or he would not have married a Parsee 7 





h who later became the 


first Pakistani Ambassador to the United States writ 








In the course of one of o our many intimate 


conversations, the Quaid-E-Azam told me that he was an Ismaili Khoja 





converted his family too. He was ۱27 that the faith built up by 
the first and second Aga Khan and thereafter by the third Aga Khan, 


Sir Sultan Mohamed Shah, the present Aga Khan was so unnecessary 
that he tried to persuade the - Khan himself to abandon his 
headship of the Ismailis and to join the r: of the Ithna Asher 





which sect most members of the Aga Khan's own family belonged." ? 
The nationalist in Jinnah did not approve of the Aga Khan's role in 

Indian politics. The Aga Khan has also admitted that they "never saw 

eye to eye." In his political autobiography, Ayub Khan has recorded the 


views expressed by the Aga Khan on Jinnah. 


Quaide Azam Mohamed Ali Jinnah 5 
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۱ 
بات لوک‎ ТИ НЕГА هر‎ ec Ya AL NEL 
بی کے ا نک تا مکمک پچ‎ LOS ہما‎ en i 
Je یی تکی بات‎ ie Gi jp عفر مت اتلم نے بلاخوف‎ 
eu T6 € Лог ру رت صاحب زیر هس در یاف‎ 
ول اللہ‎ 0 "Se e! Pd „> 13/77 ¿E „Лий с 
nu WAL Dre. Le 2 پک‎ 7. — 
بھاگ در ہے‎ IN MTM 
ИДЯ جا سرا راط تایا‎ SIE ар 
BaP Cn SL وہ ولی ان‎ JU بو خاب‎ gu اکا‎ AS ug 
خطہاء اور سمارے‎ WES CL MALUI cu 
MA eua ge dk edu Рис дени 
ںآ پ لول‎ ЕЛ КА е ли е Ако 
by Ала “ لااله الا الله محمد رسول الله‎ ES IF 
LIZ اورسپ ے‎ 
¿ISMAIL ےک ملا‎ Сиболд Жил 
سکول‎ BFL cx ين داییان اور‎ ЎШ 2 HL ارا‎ 
لیت‎ righ "کن بو‎ - de C وا‎ A سے ہے‎ LS رعا تک‎ 
er ادر ظا ف شر کات شی‎ S ایو نک یکول رما‎ БР 
MANTE Деси SUKI tl رات ای‎ fe gbi 
Ју» 6 Alt A 1 ба ur جرفراران رسرل‎ E £N کپ رعا عبت‎ Af 
thi eur "VAY کے وف‎ c اتیل له اوران‎ le ^ 


MOP UAT НА це PL ry E gtr 
wie ظا ین رګ رما کے توال را‎ 
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